Comment on Witherspoon, Long, and Nickell's study of speaking anxiety, self-esteem, crime, and educational achievement.
Witherspoon, Long, and Nickell (1991) did not convincingly demonstrate that anxiety about speaking was related to dropping out of school or to the types of crimes that inmates commit. These authors did not control for variables related to these behaviors, and they did not compare the anxiety levels of the most appropriate groups of persons.